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Key Questions for Parents

1. What are the Common Core State Standards and 
how were they developed?

2. What changes can I expect to see in instruction, and 
how can I support my child’s learning through these 
changes?

3. How is assessment changing as we transition to the 
Common Core State Standards?



Part 1

What are the Common Core 

State Standards and how 

were they developed?



What are the Common Core 

State Standards? 

• The Common Core State Standards are a rigorous set of  

learning goals that describe what students should know and 

be able to do in each grade and in each subject.

• The Common Core standards have been adopted by 45 

states.

• The standards at each grade level build toward competency in 

College and Career Readiness Anchor standards, which 

describe the skills needed by all 21st century graduates 

Adapted from the California Department of Education CCSS Flyer, Nov 2012



Who Created the Common 

Core State Standards?

• The Common Core Initiative is a voluntary, state-led effort coordinated by the 
Council of  Chief  State School Officers and the National Governors Association.

• The CCSS were built upon the best state standards and internationally 
benchmarked to ensure that our students are able to compete with students 
around the globe. 

• Parents, educators, content experts, researchers, national organizations, and 
community groups from forty-eight states, two territories, and the District of  
Columbia all participated in the development of  the standards. 

Adapted from the California Department of Education CCSS Flyer, Nov 2012



Common Core Video

Watch this video overview of  the Common Core from 

The Council of  the Great City Schools

http://www.cgcs.org/Page/380


CCSS Transition 

Although California’s 1997 Standards share many similarities 

with the Common Core State Standards, it will take several 

years to fully implement the new standards. 

Adapted from the California Department of Education CCSS Flyer, Nov 2012



Part 2

What changes can I expect to 
see in instruction, and how 
can I support my child’s 
learning through these 
changes?



Common Core instruction will build upon strong 

foundational skills and current successful instructional 

practices to help students reach higher levels of  

achievement. 

Instruction in Foundational Skills 

Building Upward from a  

Strong Foundation 

Successful Teaching Practices

Rigorous New Expectations 

21st Century Learning 



Increased Rigor in Reading

• Students at all grade levels will build knowledge through 

increased reading of  content rich, non-fiction. 

• Students will be asked to read closely, and to answer 

questions that require them to refer back to the text.



Increased Rigor in Writing

• Students will be asked to use writing to communicate 

their learning in all subject areas.

• Students at all grade levels will be taught to write non-

fiction compositions such as:

• Reports that draw information from a variety of  sources.

• Essays that defend an opinion or create and support an 

argument with evidence. 



English Language Arts 

Example  

From Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History, Social 

Studies, Science and Technical Subjects, Appendix B,  Sample Performance Tasks for 

Informational texts, Grades 3-5

• Students quote accurately and explicitly from Leslie 

Hall’s, Seeing Eye to Eye, to explain statements they 

make and ideas they infer regarding sight and light.



How Can I Support my Child 

in Language Arts?

• Encourage non-fiction reading including books, 

magazines, newspapers, and internet resources. Ask 

questions that require your child to look back to the text. 

• Capitalize on your child’s inclination to argue or debate by 

challenging your child to provide evidence that will 

convince you.   

• Model the habit of  gathering evidence by using the 

internet, the library, and real world experiences.



Increased Rigor in 

Mathematics

• Students will apply math concepts to real world 

situations.

• Students will be asked to try multiple approaches to 

solving a problem.

• Students will communicate their mathematical 

thinking by describing how they solved a problem. 



Example Math Problem

From Illustrative Mathematics, Institute for Math and Education grade 5   



What Can I Do to Support My 

Child in Mathematics ?

• Continue to help your child master basic math facts and 
procedures.

• Involve your child in real life math problem solving 
situations such as budgeting, investing, cooking,  and 
project planning.

• Be open to multiple ways to solve a problem.

• Praise persistence in problem solving.

• Ask your child’s teacher for help if  you feel he or she is 
struggling.



21st Century Learning

Teachers will prepare students of  all ages for the expectations 
of  college and careers by infusing instruction with 21st century 
skills.

Communication Collaboration

Critical thinking Creativity

Teaching Channel: Learn by Leading

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/learning-through-experiences


How Can I Support 21st

Century Learning Skills?

• Communication- Make time to have regular focused 

conversations with your child on a variety of  topics.

• Collaboration- Praise teamwork and share your own 

experiences working with others.

• Critical Thinking- encourage your child to question and 

verify claims they may hear in advertisements, or on the 

internet.

• Creativity- value your child’s unique efforts and 

innovations, even if  they don’t work out perfectly.



Part 3

How is assessment 

changing as we transition 

to the Common Core 

State Standards?



A New Testing System

• A new testing system for California, The California 

Measurement of  Academic Performance and Progress, 

CAASP will replace STAR.

• The cornerstone of  CAASPP is a new computer based 

assessment system called Smarter Balanced which will be 

used by 27 states. 



Smarter Balanced Assessments 

• Will be administered to students in grades 3-11 in English 

Language Arts and Math of  the on a computer or tablet 

during the last three months of  the school year. 

• For 2014 Smarter Balanced tests will be undergoing field 

testing. All OUSD students in grades 3-8, and 11th grade 

students at Villa Park and Canyon High schools will be 

participating in language arts and math tests.

• No individual or school wide results will be made 

available for 2014.



How are Smarter Balanced 

tests different from past tests ?

• Many questions will require a written response.

• Many questions will require deeper levels of  student 

knowledge and skill.

• Students will need basic computer skills, such as 

drawing, moving text, highlighting, and typing to be 

successful.

• In depth Performance Tasks will be included, for 

example writing an article after reviewing three 

sources, planning a garden with specific measurements. 



HS Mathematics Example



4th Grade ELA Example



Math Example Grade 7



Supporting your Child through 

Changes in Assessments
• Communicate with your child’s teachers about his or 

her progress.

• Let your child know that its okay if  the new 

assessments seem difficult at first.

• Encourage typing and computer skills.

• Visit the Smarter Balanced Portal to see practice 

questions and tests.

• http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/


Continue Your Learning
www.orangeusd.org

http://www.orangeusd.org
http://www.orangeusd.org
http://www.orangeusd.org/
http://www.orangeusd.org/

